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7Foreword

FOREWORD

The ICA/Boston is fierce in its commitment 
to teens. We work with teens during and 
outside of school time and empower them 
to connect with art, artists, and one 
another. We believe that robust arts educa-
tion is critical to building future artists, 
audiences, thinkers, and leaders and to  
creating more equitable education for 
young people. Museums have a unique role 
to play in the landscape of arts education, 
giving people direct experiences with art, 
convening people to discuss ideas, and 
acting as centers of community-based 
learning and social change.  

WallTalk is a multidisciplinary arts engage-
ment program for Boston middle and high 
school students that encourages creative 
thinking, open discussion, and individual 
connections to contemporary art through 
visual art, writing, and performance. 
Centering on ICA exhibitions, the program 
consists of multiple museum and class-
room visits over a school year in which 

students observe, question, interpret, and 
respond creatively to the art and issues of 
our time. Teaching artists guide their critical 
analysis.  

The experience culminates in a Reading 
Jam. The ICA Barbara Lee Family 
Foundation Theater becomes a brave space 
for WallTalk students to come together and 
showcase their creativity in an exhibition of 
their visual art and performances of their 
writing. Through this program, the ICA aims 
to provide an engaging and supportive 
environment for student expression and  
to make contemporary art an integral part 
of the development of young people.  
 
During the 2019–2020 school year, the ICA 
collaborated with more than 500 students 
from 10 partner schools: Boston Collegiate 
Charter School, Boston Community 
Leadership Academy, Boston Latin 
Academy, Charlestown High School, East 
Boston High School, Excel High School, 

Greater Egleston High School, McKinley 
South End Academy, Rafael Hernández 
School, and Snowden International  
High School. In addition, the ICA partnered 
with Boston International Newcomers 
Academy to pilot the WallTalk Special 
Project, customized museum- and school-
based experiences co-designed with 
teachers to amplify their curriculum. Thank 
you 826 Boston for also supporting this 
special project.  

This year’s program would not have been 
possible without the generosity and 
dedication of many individuals and organi-
zations. The ICA extends our most sincere 
thanks to the Nathaniel Saltonstall Arts 
Fund for their longstanding support of the 
WallTalk program, as well as the Wagner 
Foundation and the many other foundations 
and government, corporate, and individual 
partners who allow us to do what we do.  
I am grateful for the many teachers and 
administrators at our partner schools who 

contribute time, energy, and enthusiasm  
to the program. I also extend my deepest 
appreciation to the ICA Education staff: 
Education Department Coordinator Lenny 
Schnier, Teaching Artists Katytarika Bartel, 
Dzidzor, Olivia Feal, and Mary Teuscher, and 
most especially Jessie Magyar, School and 
Family Programs Manager. A final, heartfelt 
thank you to all the young people who 
opened themselves up to art, to ideas, and 
to us. Thank you for sharing with us the 
stories that move you. 
 
Betsy Gibbons 
Director of Teen Programs  
Institute of Contemporary Art/Boston
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TEACHING  
ARTISTS

Katytarika Bartel (they/them) is an artist, educator,  
and organizer based in Lowell, Massachusetts. 
Katytarika is a queer, mixed-race Thai-American  
photographer and award-winning filmmaker inter-
ested in shining light on spaces of in-between. 
Katytarika is fiercely passionate about making 
photography more accessible, letting young people  
do things, and the color yellow. Behind the lens, 
Katytarika is an arts educator and youth worker at 
various nonprofits in Greater Boston. Their favorite 
workshops to facilitate involve lots of poetry, collective 
movement, and claiming youth power. Katytarika is  
the co-founder and co-director of the Boston-based 
art collective ANGRY ASIAN GIRLS, which works 
actively in the community to promote and uplift the 
narratives of Asian American and Pacific Islander 
(APIA) young folks. 

Dzidzor (she/her, pronounced JEE-jaw) is a Ghanian-
American folk and performing artist, author, and 
entrepreneur. Dzidzor’s style of call and response has 
reimagined poetry and storytelling as an interactive 
experience that invites the audience to challenge, 
inspire, and encourage themselves beyond traditional 
forms. She began performing through slam poetry 
and now curates spaces like Black Cotton Club and 
facilitates empowerment workshops at libraries, wom-
en’s shelters, and schools and performs around the 
world, spreading the message of "being" and freedom. 
Dzidzor is releasing her first listening project, entitled 
"Bush Woman," this spring. 

Olivia Feal (she/her) holds a degree in art history with 
a concentration in museums from Smith College and 
could have never gotten there without the support 
of her professors at CUNY LaGuardia Community 
College, where she transferred from. Born and raised 
in New York City, she owes her passion in museum and 
arts education to a high school internship at the Rubin 
Museum of Art. She has had the pleasure to work in 
the education departments at the Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum, Smith College Museum of Art, Princeton 
University Art Museum, and the Dallas Museum of 
Art. In addition to being a WallTalk Teaching Artist, 
she is the Program Coordinator at the Cambridge Art 
Association. 

Jessie Miyu Magyar (she/her) is the School and 
Family Programs Manager at the ICA and has been  
a teaching artist for WallTalk since 2017. Prior to 
joining the ICA, Jessie was an art therapist for youth 
and families in Boston, Chicago, and Milwaukee. 
She wants to see and make beautiful things, all while 
continuing to challenge what beauty is. Her practice 
as a maker, art therapist, multicultural educator, and 
human has shaped her work as a museum educator 
and commitment toward a more just, equitable, and 
creative society for all.  

Mary Teuscher (she/her) is a dancer/choreographer 
focused on inclusion and community. A former GED 
teacher, Mary is committed to education justice and 
access to high-quality arts education as a human right. 
Her love of movement has taken her to San Juan, Puerto 
Rico, where she trained with Andanza and Bread and 
Puppet Theater, and to Salvador, Brazil, to study with 
Rosangela Silvestre. Mary has performed in works at 
AS220, the RISD Museum, Movement Research NYC, 
Providence Fringe Festival, Outside the Box, Boston 
Conservatory, and the Boston Center for the Arts. As a 
dance maker she explores the idea of make-believe, false 
binaries, physical abandon, and the use of imagination as 
a neuromuscular force. Mary also loves to write poems, 
draw, paint, cook, take photos, collect found objects, 
invent unusual musical instruments, and dream up ideas 
for expansive and unwieldy public art projects. She holds 
a master’s in teaching from Brown University.   

Photos by Katytarika Bartel  
with support from 
Montgomery Alcott
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INTRODUCTION

Visitors come to the Institute of Contemporary 
Art/Boston to experience contemporary art. 
They come to see something different. To see 
something that inspires them. To see some-
thing that moves them. Each year, WallTalk 
students engage deeply with the art on view 
through close looking, discussion, exploration, 
and making. This year, we asked students to 
dive deep into the stories that move us.  
This yearlong theme was looked at both 
metaphorically, welcoming students to 
connect personally and emotionally with 
artwork, and literally, through the fall 2019 
exhibition When Home Won’t Let You Stay: 
Migration through Contemporary Art. 
WallTalk students reflected on migration, 
movement, and identity. They considered 
cultural, political, social, and familial histories 
and how those histories have shaped their 
identities. This year, they created work that 
presented who they are, where they’ve come 
from, and where they want to go. 
 

10WallTalk 2019–20



13Introduction

The work represented in this publication 
was inspired by the ICA’s major fall  
exhibition When Home Won’t Let You Stay: 
Migration through Contemporary Art. 
Borrowing its title from Warsan Shire’s 
poem “Home,” the exhibition presented 
work from 20 artists from more than a 
dozen countries, all responding to the 
global experience of migration. We can’t 
escape news of migration, immigration, 
and displacement; it’s everywhere, from our 
newspapers to our TVs to our social media. 
However, migration is not new. Rather, it 
has existed since humans have existed  
on this planet. We are a species that has 
always been on the move, and yet, no two  
migration stories are the same. Each of the 
20 artists along with every one of our 
WallTalk students has their own personal 
experiences regarding migration and  
has presented their stories through their 
unique vision.

2019–2020 YEAR 
While we had some returning students, the 
vast majority of WallTalk students this year 
were new to the program. Many were new 
to the ICA. Some were new to museums. 

Prior to the students’ first ICA visit, teaching 
artists visited their classrooms to introduce 
WallTalk and give a sneak peek into When 
Home Won’t Let You Stay: Migration 
through Contemporary Art. Students began 
to think about the theme of home through 
prompts engaging their senses. During their 
visit to the ICA, students engaged with 
various works; several chapters of this 
publication focus on a selection of those 
works they experienced. Each chapter 
discusses how the students engaged with 
the work at the ICA and during follow-up 
workshops back in their classrooms. We 
have included examples of gallery ques-
tions, student responses, artwork, writing, 
and more. When Home Won’t Let You Stay: 
Migration through Contemporary Art gave 
students the opportunity to connect to 
personal stories of migration in the context 
of identity and teaching artists encouraged 
students to think about their identities 
within the contexts of their communities 
and the larger infinite universe. Under the 
mentorship of teaching artists, students 
developed their own written, visual, and 
performative work throughout the year. 

FOCUS 
EXHIBITION 

12WallTalk 2019–20
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The title When Home Won’t Let You Stay: 
Migration through Contemporary Art, 
was borrowed from Warsan Shire’s poem 
“Home.” She wrote, “You only leave home/
When home won’t let you stay.” 

To help engage the senses and dive into 
creative thinking and writing, WallTalk 
teaching artists asked students to visualize 
and respond to the following prompts: 

What does home smell like?  
What does home taste like? 
What does home feel like? 
What does home look like? 
What does home sound like? 
What is home?  

These are a few of the responses  
we received... 

Home Smells Like…
Chinese food 
Plants 
Nail polish 
Coffee 
Food coming from the kitchen 
Flowers 
Dog 
Laughing 

Home Tastes Like… 
Sancocho 
Omelet 
Lasagna 
Fresh fruits 
Tradition 
Frijoles 
Christmas day candy/boxed chocolates 

The best thing in the world 
Curry goat with yellow rice, seasoned with 
the world 
Rice and chicken with a Dominican twist 
Tamales 
Pho 
Ice cream 
Soul food 
Rice and beans 
Mom’s favorite drink:  
peach punch 
Vanilla with caramel sauce and granola  
Sugar and salt: it can be sweet or salty  
at times

Home Feels Like…
Steaming hot weather 
Heaven 
Summer all the time 

WHAT IS HOME?

14WallTalk 2019–20



17Students Respond

Love & sadness and more love 
The warm sun 
It’s lost & won’t come back 
A warm place to be at 
Happiness 
A brisk spring breeze 
Safety 
Home feels like care. It feels like positive 
energy flowing from room to room. 
Home feels like a smooth cocoa butter  
on my skin but sometimes it feels a  
bit rough 
Happiness and peaceful  
cold in the morning 
Church, peace, loving people 
Opening the fridge and seeing the  
food you’ve been anticipating 
The ocean. It’s sometimes peaceful but 
sometimes chaotic. 

Home Looks Like… 
A blue house 
A messy bedroom 
Family 
My cat sleeping 
Cluttered 
Siblings

Home Sounds Like… 
Quiet, peaceful 
Laughter 
Barking 
Trains 
Chaotic 
Laughing 
Birds chirping 
Everyone in my family talking at once 
People cheering 
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A lo-fi soundtrack with rain in the back-
ground, because you unwind to the rhythm 
A lovely and peaceful song 
A smooth R&B beat, and it’s not too loud. 
Like there’s a party with salsa playing 
Rose in Harlem 
An opera song; very dynamic 
Bachata 
Some Kizomba. It’s energetic and  
dance-worthy 

Home Is…
Paradise with loads of flowers 
My home country without my  
own mix
All the family together making memories 
The building where I eat and sleep 

A bed of flowers blooming 
Wherever my bed is
A family that supports and encourages 
my time with them
Family, love, and mom’s food 
A place, thing, or person that you find  
comfort in 
Anywhere with people who genuinely care 
for my well-being 
Loud, safe, and loving 
My safe place, the only place in this world  
I feel the most comfortable 
Where you feel safe to be yourself  
without judgment 
Home is a place where I find my peace but 
sometimes is a bit crazy 
Endless laughter shared with those that  
you love and cherish 

18WallTalk 2019–20
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WALLTALK SPECIAL 
PROJECT 2019 

WallTalk has always been about inviting 
youth voices into the museum walls and 
bringing unique experiences into the class-
room. Acknowledging the amazing work 
that teachers are doing in their classes 
and the potential for direct connections to 
be had with our exhibitions, we decided 
to engage in a Special Project this year 
with When Home Won’t Let You Stay: 
Migration through Contemporary Art and 
Boston International Newcomers Academy 
(BINcA). We worked with the Newcomers 
Academy and students in 11th and 12th 
grade to explore the themes of migration 
and movement with contemporary art.  
We partnered with 826 Boston, a nonprofit 

youth writing and publishing organization, 
and teachers from BINcA to design gallery 
experiences and in-class workshops to 
support the projects, lessons, and work 
they were doing in the classrooms. We 
hope to continue Special Projects next year 
with another WallTalk school in which we 
bring the themes, ideas, and connections 
of our exhibitions and develop curated 
curricula to support the learning happening 
in schools.  

During their visit to the ICA, students  
from Boston International Newcomers 
Academy were invited to create their own 
interpretations of home using lines from 
Warsan Shire’s poem. Using a method 
known as cut-and-paste poetry combined 
with collages, students created their own 
visual poetry inspired by home and their 
own migration stories.  

21Focus Exhibition20WallTalk 2019–20
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1 / GLOBAL  
PERSPECTIVES

Reena Saini Kallat
Woven Chronicle 2011–2016 
Circuit boards, speakers,  
electrical wires, and fittings; 
single-channel audio  
(10:00 minutes) 

“A line is an important form that carries 
immense meaning when drawn between 
territories and how the line really decides  
the fate of citizens on either side.”  

—Reena Saini Kallat, Artist

1 / Global Perspectives

Upon entering When Home Won’t Let You 
Stay: Migration through Contemporary 
Art, students were immediately faced with 
Kallat’s large-scale installation featuring a 
map of the world. As the first piece in the 
exhibition, it was an opportunity to imme-
diately place the issue of migration within a 
global perspective, to remind students that 
migration is not new. It has always coincided 
with the existence of humans on this planet. 
It is experienced around the globe and thus 
the stories of migration are a myriad collec-
tion of unique experiences. While the priority 
of teaching artists was to foster connections 
between students and works of art in the 
exhibition, this piece allowed the opportunity 
to discuss the issue of migration within a 
global perspective and to provide clarity on 
the various terms and concepts associated 
with the issue.  

29

Above: Students from  
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GALLERY QUESTIONS

What is going on in this artwork?

What messages about migration do you think  
the artist is telling?

What are the stories being told today by the  
media about migration?

What are the reasons why someone would migrate?

Where on this map do you feel connected to?

1 / Global Perspectives 31
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TALKBACK
STUDENTS RESPOND—
What is Art?

Art has a story to tell.
Victoria 
Boston Latin Academy 

The way humans express 
themselves.
Anonymous 
Boston Community  
Leadership Academy

Art doesn’t have to  
be something drawn.  
It has to be something  
that connects you  
with something.
Nadia
Boston Community  
Leadership Academy

IDK but, it’s interesting.
Elidja 
Boston Latin Academy

32WallTalk 2019–20
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2 / HUMAN 
CONNECTIONS

Camilo Ontiveros 
Temporary Storage:  
The Belongings of  
Juan Manuel Montes  
2017
Personal belongings  
of Juan Manuel  
Montes, rope, metal  
sawhorse, aluminum base, 
and wood

“What brought me to Juan Manuel is I 
see a reflection of me. I was here illegally. 
I went through the same kinds of fears 
growing up.”  

—Camilo Ontiveros, Artist 

2 / Human Connections

After discussing migration on a global 
scale, WallTalk students came face-to-face 
with Camillo Ontiveros’s piece Temporary 
Storage: The Belongings of Juan Manuel 
Montes (2017), literally. Students were 
asked to look closely and to begin to name 
the objects they recognized: a bed, a chair, 
boxing gloves, a karate uniform, textbooks, 
a mirror... For some who saw the mirror, they 
also saw a face: Ontiveros strategically placed 
a photograph of Juan Manuel Montes, the 
first known DACA recipient to be deported 
from the United States during the Trump 
Administration, so that the viewer would see 
his face within the mirror when viewed at a 
specific angle. Teaching artists would then 
ask the students, who else do you see within 
the mirror? Ontiveros wanted the viewer to 
see themselves alongside Juan’s portrait, just 
as he saw himself in Juan’s story. Migration is 
very much a global issue; Ontiveros reminds 
us that it is also deeply personal and rooted in 
human experiences.

34WallTalk 2019–20
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GALLERY QUESTIONS

Here we see objects that Juan left behind. What do you 
imagine he brought with him?  

If you had to move with little notice, what would you 
bring with you? What would you leave behind?  

How do you want to be remembered? What would you 
want to say to people in power today about the legacy 
they are leaving? What advice would you give to  
someone younger than you about leaving a legacy? 

36WallTalk 2019–20
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GALLERY ACTIVITY 
The teaching artists passed out blank cards and pencils 
and invited students to create a “symbolic self-portrait.” 
If you were to assemble a series of objects to represent  
who you are right now, what would you include? 
Students were first encouraged to share their drawings 
in pairs and eventually shared out within the larger group.  

QUESTIONS AND   
REFLECTIONS  
FROM STUDENTS AT 
EAST BOSTON HIGH 
SCHOOL:  
What’s in there? 

Masterpiece 

A mattress 

Trash art 

Junk 

Color 

Large 

Many materials 

Traveling 

Homeless 

Confusing 

Tangled 

His life’s messy 

Cool 

“What the…” 

Odd 

Multi-detailed 

Creativity 

Compact 

Wow 

Treasure 

3938
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WRITING WORKSHOP 

In thinking about migration globally and personally, 
teaching artists worked with students to find their own 
personal connections to local, national, and global 
stories. Using newspaper cutouts, students engaged 
in “blackout poetry.” After reading an article, they would 
then black out sections and words with a black marker 
and/or paint to create their own poem or story using  
the words available. Despite the simple instructions, 
students were able to take the process in their own 
direction to express their creativity and insight.  

2 / Human Connections 4140WallTalk 2019–20
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TALKBACK 
 
STUDENTS RESPOND—
Why do you think people make art? 

To make others feel,  
to educate, to enlighten,  
to remember things,  
and for fun.
Annabel
Boston Latin Academy

To find some type  
of meaning.
Rasheed
Boston Community  
Leadership Academy 

To let go. To be free.
 — Kyle, Boston Latin Academy

Talk Back

To feel liberated.
Kendra 
Boston Community  
Leadership Academy 

To let go. To be free.

Kyle 
Boston Latin Academy

42WallTalk 2019–20
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3 / FINDING 
HOME

Do Ho Suh
Hub-1, Entrance,  
260-7, Sungbook-Dong, 
Sungboo-Ku, Seoul, Korea
2018
Polyester fabric and stainless 
steel

Hub-2, Breakfast corner, 
260-7, Sungbook-Dong, 
Sungboo-Ku, Seoul, Korea
2018
Polyester fabric and stainless 
steel

3 / Finding Home

The teaching artists invited the students to 
close their eyes, if they felt comfortable, and 
to imagine the first place they remember 
living. Walking around the space in their 
mind’s eye, students were asked to visual-
ize as much as their memory allowed. The 
teaching artists then asked, what do you 
remember? If you were to choose a color for 
that place, what would it be? The students 
were then introduced to Do Ho Suh’s Hubs, 
ghostlike structures made of stainless-steel 
frames and polyester fabric, replicating his 
childhood homes to scale. Students were 
then invited to enter the structures. They 
not only had the opportunity to witness the 
artist’s memory from the outside; they were 
able to enter it. 

"…it’s about the movement. Because as a 
beholder of the work, you need to move your 
body to experience the work. And that’s the  
way I experience my life.” 
—Do Ho Suh, Artist

4544WallTalk 2019–20
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QUESTIONS AND  
REFLECTIONS  
FROM STUDENTS AT 
CHARLESTOWN  
HIGH SCHOOL:  
 
Reflections through stairs 

Looks cool 

Why did he make this? 

Resembles a house 

Colorful

Looks like a hologram,  
to be more specific 

How was this created?  

Glass walls 

Stairs 

See through 

Beautiful 

Creative 

Surprised 

GALLERY QUESTIONS 

What do you notice about the material and colors the 
Hubs are made from? What do you think that choice 
says about the artist’s memory of home? 

What do you imagine it smells like in this home? What 
does it sound like? What temperature is it? 

Why do you think the artist wants to invite strangers into 
his childhood home? 

The artist talks a lot about how “your house gets inside 
of you.” What does he mean? Have you ever experienced 
that feeling?  

46WallTalk 2019–20
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WRITING WORKSHOP 

Teaching artists visited students back in their classes 
and facilitated workshops in writing and performance 
inspired by their visit to the ICA. Teaching artists 
planned games and activities to help students warm 
up and brainstorm ideas for their own work. Teaching 
artists then supported each student in developing their 
creative writing, inspired largely in part by how they con-
nected to When Home Won’t Let You Stay: Migration 
through Contemporary Art. The resulting poems and 
written work were as varied as each student’s story and 
connection to migration, movement, and home.  

3 / Finding Home

Family stays at home 

Friends come and go 

Bonds stick or soften 

Relationships either prosper or get put in a coffin 

Finished means you’re complete 

None means stay on your feet 

Yourself is when you’re alone 

Rarity is something we all are becoming to be 

Family knows my friends 

Friends stick together like bonds 

Bonds keep our relationships 

Relationships 
Rasheed  
Boston Community Leadership Academy 

The car on the street zooming to and fro 

Many turns 

Many corners 

Dogs barking behind a fence 

House on the left 

House on the right 

But one was blue 

People on the street 
Jordi 
Boston Latin Academy 
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It’s somewhere I feel secure 

Home’s a busy place sometimes loud 

But always welcoming 

Always welcoming & cheerful 

Always partying & food 

It’s somewhere things fall into place 

Home is a place I will miss 

Home is where my family is 
Anonymous
Boston Community Leadership Academy 

Open my front door. 

Stairs that are wooden. 

A place for you shoes if they are dirty or muddy. 

Right is my kitchen where the stove is hot. 

Turn right and my kitchen table, black set. 

Turn around and walk straight through the kitchen and smells 
like Apples. 

Brown couch u shape. 

Turn a little my porch the door is cold. 

Turn more there’s my christmas tree colorful. 

Turn again there’s my tv on a big fireplace. 

Turn more and see my glass cabinet filled with our baby stuff. 
Anonymous
East Boston High School 

Home 

Never in my life did I think I would leave home. 

Never in my life did I think I would need her affection. 

Never in my life did I th— 

Never in my life did I think I would miss home. 

Never in my life did I think I would want to be her  
best friend. 

Never in my life did I think I would miss her energy. 

Never in my life did I think I would want to work with her. 

Never in my life did I think I would want to play with her. 

Never in my life did I think I would want to share my food  
with her. 

Never in my life did I think I would want to play soccer with her. 

Never in my life did I think I would crave her affection. 

Never in my life did I thin— 
Christopher 
Boston Community Leadership Academy 

I walked into the room. 

I see the playstation on the table. 

Don’t touch. 

As it is precious. 

Football he watches. 

The pirates he loves. 

He gives his dog a hug. 
Ameen 
Boston Latin Academy
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533 / Finding Home

Home is my safe place 

Home is warm fun & relaxing 

Home is the place where I find my peace. 

With the love of my mama, safety is with me. 

We all as a FAMILY are unstoppable. 

My parents held my hands while I was discovering 
the world. 

My room is the place where my freedom lives. 

Where I make the decisions in my life. 

Where I celebrate MY ACHIEVEMENTS. 

Where I get to know about new opportunities. 

But all together comes back home. 

HOME where I get to know who I am truly. 
Ricardo 
Boston Community Leadership Academy  

Home is being where my Family is. Where I can be 
free with love around me. Where the field is a place 
I could always go to and play softball. And playing 
softball gives me opportunities. When I’m happy. 
Also when I could think about the future. 

Even though it could be scary, but also the present. 
Home is ME. 
Nadia
Boston Community Leadership Academy
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We walked down the street 

We could feel the summer heat 

We rushed to the metal door 

Because it started to pour 

We hurried up the 12 steps 

Our shoes were very wet 

We went down the hallway 

We could smell the food 
Hadassah 
Boston Latin Academy 

Home is the safe space. 

In the home you need a family. 

To have a healthy big family you need kids. 

Kids are also our future. 

They will be here until the afterlife. 

Everyone will see death. 

That will cause everyone to go through sadness  
and sorrow. 

The people close to them will grieve. 

The ones who are built for that kind of pain become resilient. 

Then the strong survive. 
Abdiaziz 
Boston Community Leadership Academy

My home brings me peace. I feel free, where I can feel 
and be myself. I love how my home brings me comfort. 
It’s my safety where I can cry in peace, tell the truth 
without being scared of judgments where I can laugh 
till my belly hurts. Where I eat one of the most amazing 
foods made by my amazing mother. Food that’s made 
with love. It makes me miss home, when I am not home. 
My home is what makes me who I am, I am myself. 
Jocela 
Boston Community Leadership Academy

3 / Finding Home 5554WallTalk 2019–20
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TALKBACK
STUDENTS RESPOND—
What do you like about making art?

I like how art is what you 
make it to be. No wrong 
or right answers.
Jocela
Boston Community  
Leadership Academy

I’m not bored and I have 
something to look back 
at and be proud.
Luis 
Boston Community  
Leadership Academy   

I can easily describe my 
feelings without speaking/
explaining.
Harley
Boston Latin Academy

I like how from my art  
you can tell something 
about me.
Caitlin
Boston Community 
Leadership Academy  
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Surrounded by 6,000 books wrapped in 
brightly colored Dutch wax-print fabric, 
many of the WallTalk students found them-
selves in awe. Many were curious about the 
fabric: a textile that is multicultural in its 
origins, having been inspired by Indonesian 
batiks, appropriated by the Dutch, pro-
duced in West Africa, and then reappropri-
ated into West African clothing and culture. 
Everyone was curious about the names 
inscribed along the books’ spines. What 
was their connection? Shonibare estab-
lished that in order to be featured in The 
American Library these individuals had to 
have made an impact on American society 

4 / THE STORIES LEFT  
TO TELL

Yinka Shonibare CBE
The American Library
2019
Hardback books, Dutch 
wax-printed cotton 
textile, gold foiled names, 
and website

and culture AND be either a first-  
or second-generation immigrant or 
a descendent of the Great Migration. 
Students were intrigued that the library 
featured people who are actively pro- 
immigration as well as individuals who are 
known for their anti-immigration policies. 
The teaching artists reminded students 
that many of the spines were blank,  
symbolizing that there are still stories  
left to be added to this library, including  
many of theirs.  

"It is the story of America."  
—Yinka Shonibare CBE, Artist

4 / The Stories Left to Tell

GALLERY QUESTIONS 

Of the names listed on the books, who would you want 
to have dinner with?  

Who is someone you’d want to interview?  
(What is one question you would like to ask them?) 

Who is someone you’d follow on Instagram?  

Whose autobiography would you want to read?  

Whose name would you make sure was included  
in this library? 

If your name was on one of these books, what would  
be written inside?  
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VISUAL ARTS WORKSHOP 

How do you want your story to be told? After experienc-
ing When Home Won’t Let You Stay: Migration through 
Contemporary Art, WallTalk students were encouraged 
to reflect on their own and their family’s experiences 
with migration and movement. Students were then 
asked to think about who they are in this moment, and, 
using the form of an accordion book, to create a per-
sonal archive of the stories they would want to pass on. 
Using bookmaking techniques and drawing, painting, 
and collage materials, students constructed their own 
artists’ books inspired by their experiences.
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Above: Student from 
Boston Latin Academy
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TALKBACK
STUDENTS RESPOND—
What do you like about going  
to the ICA? 

It’s small but everything 
connects.
Patrick
Boston Latin Academy 

The exhibits change every 
time, and it’s a different 
experience every time.
Nico 
Boston Latin Academy 

Talk Back

I like seeing all the  
different ideas people 
come up with.
Fena
Boston Community  
Leadership Academy 

It’s a FUN PLACE!
Ricardo
Boston Community  
Leadership Academy 

So many pieces that  
could mean anything  
to anyone.
Dina 
Boston Community  
Leadership Academy

I learn something new  
every time.
Maria
Boston Community  
Leadership Academy

Photo by Chuck Choi 
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PARTICIPATING 
SCHOOLS

BOSTON COLLEGIATE 
CHARTER SCHOOL 
Claire Milnamow, Teacher
Abigail Arroyo-Mark   
Eva Boothe 
Reginald Bradley 
Davonte Brandao 
James Brothers  
Jaleel Cardoso   
John Clough  
Camila Diaz   
Sarah Elharidi  
Emmerson Finnigan 
Terryan Gonzalez 
Sebastian Guity 
Timothy Hickey 
Luidji Jean Francois   
Yarissa Jimenez 
Brady Kozlowski  
Isabel Lazo 
Zachary Liu  
Seamus MacDougall   
Zenaya Mitchell  
Lamarre Petit-Homme  
Dejahn Pina  
Katelyn Tarris 
Aidan Waldman 
Nolan Young

BOSTON COMMUNITY 
LEADERSHIP ACADEMY 
Op Browne, Teacher
Abdiaziz Abdullahi
Abubakar Aden
Rayan Ahmed
Lien Alfama
Marel Alfaro
Yusef Ali
Ismael Amezquita
Elvi Arias
Chris Baez
Crisalexande Baez
Kendra Bannister
Alisha Bernard Rodriguez
Rickay Berry

Aleksandra Bocova
Maria Bracero Rosado
Viviane Brito
Ricardo Canales
Nisa Cardoso
Ivanna Cassiano
Alexander Colon
Declan Conroy 
Osmary Cordero
Daisy Correia
Justin Cruz
Marcos De Los Santos Jaquez
Manny Depina
Clawens Desir 
Yamilett Diaz
Casselia Dossantos
William Driscoll
Ashley German
Josfer Gonzalez
Yarlin Gonzalez Nunez
Samir Hanouni
Chalance Hartgrove
Jason Huynh
Jenkins Idusogie
Roode Jeannot
Dalfis Jimenez Espinosa
Danavian Jones
Keshawn Kizzie
Rasheed Knight 
Alex Lazuvazquez
Karen Lemus Davila
Alexander Liriano
Nayely Livingston
Elianna Lopez
Fenallely Lopez
Maiky Marte
Luke McDonald
Angel Mcgilveary
Brigitte Mello Alcantara
Dina Mendes
Jocela Monteiro 
Joel Moore
Garshae Mowatt Mckenzie
Shakaira Murray
Dion Nazaire
Germargorie Nieves Rodriguez

Caitlin Nguyen
Dilon Nguyen
Peter Nguyen
Alejandra Nunez 
Jeilyn Ortega
Jancarlos Penaperez
Yessica Pena Paulino
Leonardo Pereira
Thomas Pimentel
Rayfer Pimentel Mejia 
Miguel Pina
Gregory Polanco
Jessie Pontes 
Roy Rivera 
Ezekiel Rodriguez
Jarieliz Rodriguez
Cesar Romero Carrasco
Luis Sanchez
Daniel Santeliz 
Isatu Sesay
Elijah Silva
Romario Simpson
Dinanyeli Soto German
Ana Marie St. Ange
Christopher Suplice
Wilsi Tavaras
Nadia Urbaez
Emily Vanegas Lemus
Misheleeando Vieux
Danthony Vizcaino Vargas
Anjordi Whyte
Alexa Zayas Campbell

BOSTON LATIN ACADEMY 
Taina Vargas, Teacher
Karynna Acosta
Uzoma Adichie
Thierno Ahamadou
Ameen Ahmed
Luca Bah Aldrighi
Celineydi Arias
Lauren Barry
Emma Brooks
Patrick Chavannes Smith
Andy Che
Derek Chea

Michelle Chen
Wilson Chen
Samuel Chow
Megan Collins
Jarrah Coyne
Serina D’amico
Angelina Defilipo
Ashley De Leon
Aidan Devlin
Elidja Diakite
Alizah Diaz
Thomas Donahue
Isabel Duverge
Amr Elamin
Emma Ellis
Jordi Falcon
Nora Feeney 
Maia Feliciano
Gabriela Gold
Gabriel Gomez
Emily Gonzalez De Los Santos
Rachelly Guerrero
Nico Guthrie
Annabel Hatfield
Isobel Hope Healy
Valerie Herasme
Laila Hopkins 
Izabella Kania
Aria Kelley
Samuela Kembora
Nabaa Lafta
Victoria Lai
Brayeli Lara-Santana
Teresa Liang
Natalie Lima 
Kaziah Lucas Innocent
Dylan Luu
Jason Mai
Sayraliz Manzanillo Ortiz 
Lucie Mareira
Eireann Mcmaster
Liam Mcnulty
Katherine Medina
Hadassah Medor
Natalie Mendez
Shea Mikalauskis

Jamilet Murcia
Cindy Nguyen
Kim Nguyen
Jailany Peña
Nathan Polynice
Aracely Rivera
Christina Saint Jacques
Stephanie Sanchez
Harley Santangelo
Warsan Shmursal
Katherine Smyth
Joel Soto
Orion Southwick
Leah Stephens Roland
Kacey Straub
Nimo Stuppard
Heather Torella Mcloughlin
Bridget Torpey
Jenny Tran
Lylyanne Tran
Tristin Tse
Chanise Vanes
Tina Vo 
Tenaja Walker 
Kyle Zayas

CHARLESTOWN  
HIGH SCHOOL 
Yana Minchenko, Teacher
Cole Moran, Teacher
Manal Ali
Juan Alzate
Adelia Argueta  
Magali Cabrera Castro                   
Gabriel Campbell Calero
Hannah Collins
Brianna Colon Arroyo
Juan Duque
Jean Francois Garvince
Faybia Halsstead
Serenity Hector
Elvin Hernandez
Santiago Jimenez Polo
Bryan Lee Bones Bones
Kerry Lu
Ismael Mendez  

Maria Miranda       
Edwin Montalvo
Daniel Montoya Zapata 
Brandon Myers        
Marelyn Ochoa 
Tania Palencia
Solomon Patton
Naiky Pujols             
Lusbin Ruiz  
Carieliz Santiago 
Jessy Simancas
Sean Sullivan  
 
EAST BOSTON  
HIGH SCHOOL 
Ron MacGeorge, Teacher
Britany Ajbal
Daniel Gutierrez Flores
Isabella Lopez
Stephanie Martinez
Koren McCarthy 
Katia Mejia
Erika Perez

EXCEL HIGH SCHOOL 
Felicia Humphries, Teacher
Erin Roth, Teacher
Ashley Araujotejeda
Nyarah Carterleary
Tram Co
Olga Gjika
John Heredia
Maimouna Kamahate
Bang Le
Khang Le
Bao Long Ngoc Phan
Alyssa Lugay
Tsz Ching Ng
Anh Nguyen
Donald Palmaportillo
Donald Palmer
Isaias Romero
Tien Tran
Thanh Vu
Ayan Yussaf
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GREATER EGLESTON 
HIGH SCHOOL 
Genevieve Nouveaux, Teacher
Clarinda Amado
Jesus Baez
D’shanta Harris Bell
Kevin Haywood Braxton
Skye Huggins
Jasmine Juliano
Dewy Mendes
Nicolas Noel
Karina Paredes
Yaumaris Patrone
Robert Sanchez Andino
William Tejeda

McKINLEY  
SOUTH END ACADEMY 
Warren Pemsler, Teacher
Ari Hauben, Teacher
Chris Busch, Teacher  
Jacarie Allen
Daiija Beckers
Adonis Brown
Titi Browning
Roman Capuzzo
Khaliel Chatman
Jaheim Clarke
Dedja Cole
Edwin Conception
Giovannie Cordova
Aaron Corn III
Sebastian Coyle
Pablo Cruz-Lozada
Desiya Fernandez
Bradley Fleurimon
Arthur Flood
Erin Geary
Tianna Griffith
Ryan Hague
Leeroy Herman
Jason Hernandez
Yunelbis Hernandez-Abreau
Ezekiel Hernandez-Matias
Aria Joseph

Amanda Lowry
Rojer Lucas Jr. 
Jami Metellus
Jeuris Monegro
James Morrison
Jenasia Nelson
Sabrina Ortez
Juliana Plaza
Anthony Potter
Hayden Pray
Enrique Roldan
Joshua Sabio-Alvarez
Rhaniya Simmons-King
Clara Thorne
Gabriel Torres-Maldonada
Daniel Tse
Tiovanne Vasquez
Jakeim White
Steven Wilson
Kayla Young

RAFAEL HERNÁNDEZ 
SCHOOL
Carolina Brito, Principal
Maria Lopes, Teacher 
Dileini Baez
Scarlet Bonilla
Mia Cuello
Arlenis Garcia
Anthony Guerrero
Nashaly Lamin
Jhomar Marte
Javier “Alexis” Martinez 
Ashanty Matos
Marcia Merida
Anderson “Matheo” Pujols
Ashley Ortiz
Kederlyn Rosado
Roselyn Soto
Gabriella Torres

SNOWDEN INTERNATIONAL 
HIGH SCHOOL  
Nancy Allen, Teacher 
Lisa Seymour-Terry, Teacher
Yvonne Ardenell

Yoemely Arias
Destiny Arroyo
Cherlyn Aybarcruz
Yeslyn Aybarcruz
Javius Bannister
Assiatou Bah
Kenia Berganza
Brian Bonilla
Chen Cheng
Livia Cordeiro
Angelina Cruz
Julia Davis
Daniela Diaz
Hasany Diaz
Khloe Fegan
Helena Hernandez 
Yasser Jamal
Arlene Lara
Shoshana Martin
Hiwan Maru
Victor Melo
Araelia Miller 
Pamely Mota 
Terrance Murray 
Dale O’Shanghnessy
Dainariaih Paulino
Eunice Placencia
Elizabeth Ramos
Julio Rosa 
Zarin Salih 
Shannon Samuels
Jayslene Santana
Daica Simola
Trinity Smith 
Roger Spring
Tanajia Taylor 
Alondra Thomas 
Sakdipat Vijitvoravong
Nariaya Williams 
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